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F. Scott Fitzgerald, Robert Frost, Henry 
James, Walter Dean Myers, John Steinbeck, 
Mark Twain, and Laura Ingalls Wilder are 
among the authors who are represented. 
Also treated are John F. Kennedy’s inaugu-
ral address, Pulitzer Prize–winning author 
Larry McMurtry’s Lonesome Dove (1985), 
Ben Franklin’s Autobiography (1791), and 
Stephen Colbert’s 2006 speech at the White 
House Correspondents’ Association dinner. 
Arrangement is by title, and a consistent 
layout is employed. Following an intro-
duction and a short sidebar biography of 
the author are a plot summary, analysis of 
relevant themes, historical overviews, a criti-
cal overview discussing how the work was 
originally received and how it is viewed now, 
a previously published critical essay on 
the work, and a list of sources. Sidebars 
list media adaptations. Black-and-white 
illustrations, photographs, and stills from 
film adaptations appear throughout the 
text. 
Following the entries for works, 14 essays 
examine the American dream in terms of dif-
ferent themes (for example, “The American 
Dream in the Nineteenth Century,” “The 
American Feminist Dream,” and “The His-
panic American Dream”). Each of these essays 
focuses on approximately a dozen theme-relat-
ed works, with attention given to perspectives 
that have changed with time.
The set concludes with additional resources. 
“What Do I Read Next?” is generally orga-
nized by the same themes that are examined in 
the 14 topical essays and suggests more than 
100 fiction and nonfiction works. Another 
similarly organized section provides a list of 
more than 70 media adaptations. A glossary, 
author/title index, and nationality/ethnicity 
index complete the work.
The set offers a deeper study of American 
literature and complements standard refer-
ence tools such as Gale’s Literature Resource 
Center. It should be of particular interest to 
high-school libraries and public libraries 
serving high-schoolers because it is based on 
national curriculum standards. Also available 
as an e-book. —Cheryl Ward
Professional 
Reading
Babies in the Library!
By Jane Marino.
2007. 149p. Scarecrow, paper, $32 
(9780810860445). 027.62.
Marino has put together a wonderful hand-
book for children’s librarians who want to 
do programming for their youngest patrons, 
those she refers to as “prewalkers” and “walk-
ers.” She has provided five programs for each 
group, with rhymes, songs, and books. In 
some cases the words for the songs and rhymes 
are original; others she has adapted. She gives 
suggestions and rationales for use, along with 
directions for movement. The books listed 
Cite It Right: The SourceAid Guide 
to Citation, Research, and Avoiding 
Plagiarism. 2d ed.
By Julia Johns and Sarah Keller.
2007. 201p. SourceAid, paper, $26.99 
(9780977195701). 808.
Compact size and a higher quotient of 
straightforwardness will probably make this 
book the first choice of many students and 
other users, even if they suspect they might 
later have to turn to one of the larger, con-
ventional sources. The book opens with a 
chapter on ethics and avoiding plagiarism, 
followed by one on research, one on writ-
ing a research paper, and a chapter on each 
of the four major styles—MLA, APA, CMS, 
and CSE. Everything is clearly explained, 
and the writers didn’t shy away from an-
swering “dumb” questions of the kind that 
invariably arise in the minds of first-timers. 
Someone should have written this book 
years ago. —Harold Cordry
The Concise New Partridge Dictionary 
of Slang and Unconventional English.
Ed. by Tom Dalzell and Terry Victor.
2007. Routledge, $45 (9780415212595). 427.
For libraries not wanting to invest in 
the two-volume New Partridge Dictionary 
of Slang and Unconventional English (2006), 
here is a handier, scaled-down version. 
The “hundreds of thousands of citations” 
found in the parent dictionary have been 
excised, but all of the slang terms remain, 
and some new terms have been added. The 
$45 price tag (versus $175 for the original) 
puts Partridge within reach for many small-
er libraries and even personal collections. 
—Mary Ellen Quinn
Forms of Local Government: A 
Handbook on City, County and Regional 
Options.
Ed. by Roger L. Kemp.
2007. 388p. McFarland, paper, $35 
(9780786431007). 352.14.
Not a ready-reference, dictionary-type 
tool, this is a thorough overview of the 
various forms of local government. It dis-
cusses the strengths and weaknesses of 
cities, counties, regional structures, school 
districts, and community associations—and 
variations within each (such as traditional 
commission, mayor-council, and council-
manager models). The roles of elected and 
appointed officials are explored, as are 
a variety of issues facing localities today: 
privatization, strategic planning, city-county 
consolidation, et al. The 45 brief chapters 
are reprints of articles and reports pre-
pared from the 1970s through the 1990s 
for publications like National Civic Review 
and Public Management. —Sally Jane
The New Encyclopedia of Southern 
Culture: Volume 8; Environment.
Ed. by Martin Melosi and Charles 
Reagan Wilson.
2007. 293p. illus. $39.95 (9780807831700); 
Univ. of North Carolina, paper, $19.96 
(9780807858561). 975.003.
Another volume in the topical re-
configuration of the single-volume New 
Encyclopedia of Southern Culture (1989). 
The first part of the volume contains 
overviews on broad topics, from Animals 
to Wetlands. The second part has briefer 
entries on more specific topics, from 
Air-conditioning to Wilson Dam. Although 
most of the nearly 100 entries appeared 
in the original encyclopedia, a number of 
them are new. Others have been updated. 
For example, several entries now make 
mention of the environmental impact of 




2007. 272p. illus. Storey, paper, $10.95 
(9781580176774). 636.5.
Hundreds of chickens, ducks, geese, and 
turkeys are beautifully illustrated in this 
field guide. Along with the color photos of 
each bird are facts on the breed history, 
size, features, place of origin, special quali-
ties, and conservation status. Fascinating 
facts and detailed photos portraying poul-
try features are strewn throughout the 
guide. The chicken section classifies each 
breed as ornamental, laying, or meat vari-
ety. A glossary of the conservation status 
terms and several pages describing the col-
or varieties of poultry complete the book. 
—Sue Polanka
The United States as Depicted on Its 
Postage Stamps.
By Steve Rajtar.
2007. 392p. illus. McFarland, $75 
(9780786429493). 769.56.
This volume contains more than 400 
descriptions of U.S. postage stamps that 
depict some aspect of each state’s history, 
architecture, significant historical events, 
anniversary, flora and fauna, etc. Arranged 
alphabetically by state each entry provides 
historical background about the illustration, 
date of issue, the name of the designer, and 
philatelic details. The book contains almost 
900 photos, including 449 beautifully re-
produced color illustrations. Although the 
index offers good access to personal names 
and places, a subject/thematic index would 
have been especially useful. This unique and 
diligently researched work would interest 
stamp collectors. —Donald Altschiller
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